
Rough skating
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A skater falls after going over the uneven surface of 
the Rideau Canal Skateway in Ottawa, Ontario, after its 
reopening on Sunday. The National Capital Commission 
listed the ice condition as “very poor” and recommended 
users walk, rather than skate. 

Former President Donald Trump, who 
earlier this month set off worries among 
allies after he said would encourage Russia to 
invade a NATO country that wasn’t spending 
enough on defense, has remained silent on the 
death of Alexei Navalny, Vladimir Putin’s most 
potent political opponent.

The front-runner of the GOP presidential 
primary has made multiple public appearanc-
es since Russia announced Navalny’s death in 
a faraway Arctic prison on Friday. He has not 
commented on the dissident’s shocking death, 
even though he frequently speaks about what 
he would do as president when confronting 
Russia, Putin and the war in Ukraine.

Navalny embodied the resistance to Putin’s 
regime more than any other Russian opposi-
tion figure, and his death at 47 in the prison 
camp was seen as a watershed signal that 
no dissent will be tolerated in Russia as Putin 

shifts toward a highly centralized, deeply 
repressive totalitarian regime.

Days before Navalny’s death — the cause 
of which the Russian government has not yet 
explained — Trump, who has often praised 
Putin, told a crowd of supporters in South 
Carolina that he would encourage Russia to 
do “whatever the hell they want” to any NATO 
member country that he believes is not paying 
their share due to the alliance.

The remarks sparked controversy in the 
United States and Europe, with American 
leaders promising that they would remain 
committed to NATO allies and European lead-
ers expressing concern that a second Trump 
presidency could erode the alliance.

As The Washington Post reported Friday, 
during his four years in office, Trump appears 
to have never once mentioned Navalny’s name.
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Powering up 
More wind turbines are starting to turn 
off the coast of southern New England 
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Revolution Wind 

12 turbines; delivered its first jolt of 
power to Long Island, N.Y., Dec. 6. 
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Sunrise Wind ATLANTIC OCEAN 

Vineyard Wind 1 
62 turbines; its first began 
sending power to the 
electric grid at 11:52 p.m. 
Jan. 2.

But will move toward 
the middle pay off?
By DAVID LAUTER
Los Angeles Times

Washington — For a decade, start-
ing with President Barack Obama’s 
reelection and accelerating during 
Donald Trump’s years in office, Dem-
ocrats moved to the left on immi-
gration issues, downplaying border 
enforcement and advocating for the 
rights of migrants to seek asylum in 
the U.S.

For a time, the public moved with 
them. The harsh enforcement mea-
sures pushed by Trump, especial-
ly the separation of children from 
their families at the border, gen-
erated an intense backlash among 
voters.

Polls during Trump’s tenure found 
a steady increase in Americans who 
favored more immigration and legal-
ization for those who had entered the 
U.S. without papers.

That’s all changed.
As the number of migrants cross-

ing the southern border has risen to 
record levels, public support for im-
migration has gone down, including 
among Democrats.

Republicans have pummeled Presi-
dent Joe Biden on the issue, and it has 
divided Democrats.

The Democratic response, from 
the White House on down, has been 
to shift toward advocating stronger 
border enforcement.

Dems 
toughen 
stance 
on the 
border

Revolution Wind will be 
next project at State Pier
By GREG SMITH
Day Staff Writer

New London — And then there 
were none.

Less than a year after the offshore 
wind industry landed in New London 
with the delivery of components for 
the nation’s first utility-scale off-
shore wind farm, the final pieces of 
New York’s South Fork Wind slowly 
made their way by barge down the 
Thames River on Friday night.

The parts, which include 330-foot-
long turbine blades, 520-metric-ton 
nacelles and pieces of towers that 
when completed will rise 800 feet in 

height, were headed 35 miles off the 
coast of Montauk, N.Y., to the 12-tur-
bine wind farm.

"It has been immensely gratify-
ing to see the assembly and delivery 
of South Fork Wind turbines come 
to completion under the intended 
scenario for the transformed State 
Pier,” Ulysses Hammond, executive 
director of the Connecticut Port Au-
thority, said on Friday.

South Fork Wind, a  joint venture 
between Danish wind company Ørst-
ed and Eversource, is on track to be 
completed by the end of the month, 
delivering 132 megawatts of pow-
er to the East Hampton, N.Y., power 
grid,  enough to power an estimated 
70,000 homes.  One megawatt can 

power about 500 homes. 
The last barge loaded with com-

ponents left State Pier at 6 p.m. New 
London Mayor Michael Passero said 
he would likely be able to catch a 
glimpse of the barge moving down 
the Thames while having dinner at 
On the Waterfront restaurant. 

Prior to his election as mayor in 
2015, Passero said he never would 
have predicted the $309 million 
transformation of State Pier or that 
New London would become a center-
piece for the country’s burgeoning 
offshore wind industry.

Aside from a $1 million annual fi-
nancial boost to the city through a 
host community agreement and oth-
er revenue-sharing benefits, Passero 

said there is a certain prestige to be-
ing the center of attention.

“It just raises the profile of New 
London and helps put us back on the 
map the way the whaling era put us 
on the map,” Passero said.
What’s next at State Pier?

With the last wind turbine parts 
cleared from State Pier, Hammond 
said work would continue to com-
plete the construction project, 
which is overseen by the port au-
thority. Dredging is currently un-
derway and on track for completion 
this month, he said. Work is also on-
going on one of two new heavy-lift 
platforms.

Last South Fork turbine parts leave NL

‘Jungle Jamboree’ puts 
various species on display 
By DANIEL DRAINVILLE
Day Staff Writer

Salem — More than 50 people came 
to Burnett’s Country Gardens at 380 
New London Road on Sunday after-
noon for “Jungle Jamboree,” an edu-
cational wildlife show that featured 
a 9-foot-long Burmese python, ven-
omous scorpion and a lizard without 
legs.

The show gave 20 children the op-
portunity to get close to various rep-
tiles, amphibians and arachnids while 
learning about the animals’ adapted 
features.

About 1:50 p.m.,  Cassaundra 
Blais, education director for the 
Riverside Reptiles Education Cen-
ter, an Enfield-based reptile and 
amphibian facility that houses 
over 100 species, wheeled a cart 
stacked high with plastic coolers 
into the garden store’s tropical 
greenhouse. 

Getting up close and personal with reptiles
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Brothers Jordan, center, 6, and Alexander, 5, Heart, of Colchester, pet 
a Burmese python held by Cassaundra Blais, with Riverside Reptiles 
Education Center in Enfield, during the Jungle Jamboree program at  
Burnett’s Country Gardens on Sunday.  

By KEITH M. PHANEUF
The Connecticut Mirror

Connecticut’s already regres-
sive tax system swung even more 
sharply onto the backs of its poorest 
residents during the coronavirus 
pandemic’s first year, according to 
a new fairness study from Gov. Ned 
Lamont’s administration.

The lowest-earning 10% effective-
ly spent almost 40% of their income 
in 2020 to cover state or municipal 
tax burdens, more than five times 
the rate faced by Connecticut’s high-
est earners – and two-and-a-half 
times the statewide average, ac-
cording to the tax incidence analysis 
released Thursday by the Depart-
ment of Revenue Services.

The 39.9% state and municipal tax 
rate effectively paid by the poorest 
10% also is up dramatically from 
the nearly 26% rate assigned to 
that same group by a 2022 DRS tax 
fairness study, which analyzed data 
from 2019.

Meanwhile, taxpayers in the two 
middle groups paid 13% and 11.5%, 
respectively, of their income to cov-
er tax burdens in 2020, up from 9.2% 
and 8.6% in 2019.

“This latest study just confirms 
what people in Connecticut have 
been feeling in their wallets for the 
last several years — a dangerous 
combination of historic inflation, an 
upside-down tax system and an ex-
treme disinvestment in critical pub-
lic services and infrastructure,” said 
Norma Martinez-HoSang, director 
of Connecticut For All, a coalition 
of more than 80 labor, faith and civ-
ic organizations that has advocat-
ed for higher tax rates on wealthy 
households and corporations to fi-
nance relief for low- and middle-in-
come families.

The study breaks Connecticut’s 
earners into deciles, or groups 
that earned 10% of all statewide 
income.

Pandemic put tax burden on 
state’s poorest, report shows
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