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primarily catch groundfish, i'ncludmg cod
and flounder; dredges harvest scallops, clams and other
shellfish. Gillliets target cod, haddock and other species.
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The fishing fleets baéad in Stonington and New London ply a broad swath of
the Atlantic, from the Georges Bank to offshore New Jersey. To see where they
work, researchers at the Mid-Atlantic Regional Council on the Ocean and the
Northeast Regional Ocean Council compile Vessel Trip Reports and other infor-
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mation from federally licensed fishing boats.

This map is based on data from 2011 to 2015, the most recenf:' available, and
may not reflect exactly the fleets’ current activities. Flshmg locations can fre-
quently shift because of market dynamics, regulatory changes and fishing strat-
egy. The data is aggregated so that captains aren’t revealing their “hot spots.”

The map also shows areas the Bureau of Ocean Energy Management has
Eﬁms (in green) and areas in the New York Bight under
consideration for wind development (yellow). The fishing industry says wind
farms threaten their 11v,ehhood regulators and wind developers say they are
taking the ‘1‘ndustryfs con(;err;s’ into account during the planning stages.
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negotiate with each compa-
ny individually. That makes
it easy for the companies to
ignore the fishermen, he said,
and it’s also time-consum-
ing for fishermen who need to
work.

“It’s just a process of check-
ing all the boxes,” he said about
the companies talking with
fishermen. “We become collat-
eral damage.”

Coalition speaks up

Last month members of
Responsible Offshore Devel-
opment Alliance, or RODA, a
national coalition of fishing
industry members, boycot-
ted a meeting with a federal
Bureau of Ocean Energy Man-
agement task force, which
is considering auctioning
of 800,000 acres of New
York Bight — shallow waters
south of Long Island and east
of New Jersey — to potential
wind farm operators. RODA
said its members feel they
are not being listened to.

On April 6, RODA said 1,665
members of fishing communi-
ties in every U.S. coastal state
submitted a letter to the Bu-
reau of Ocean Energy Manage-
ment, or BOEM, and National
Marine Fisheries Service re-
questing a transparent and
balanced national planning
process for offshore wind de-
velopment.

RODA said “offshore wind
development poses direct
conflicts with fishing and
the current permitting pro-
cess provides no meaningful
opportunity to include the
needs of sustainable seafood
harvesting and production in
strategies to mitigate climate
change.”

Just before the federal gov-
ernment last week approved
the Vineyard Wind I project
— the first large-scale off-
shore wind farm in the country
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Fishermen have concerns about offshore wind energy projects

— RODA members requested
that BOEM adopt reasonable
and consistently requested
fisheries mitigation measures
for the project. That proj-
ect calls for erecting 62
turbines off Martha’s Vine-
yard, which will generate pow-
er for 400,000 homes.

After the approval, RODA
said “BOEM did not even con-
sider any mitigation measures
recommended by RODA or any
fisheries professionals, scien-
tists, or natural resource man-
agers, despite having clearly
defined requests available to
them.”

“For the past decade, fish-
ermen have participated in
offshore wind meetings when-
ever they were asked and pro-
duced reasonable requests
only to be met with silence,”
RODA Executive Director Anne
Hawkins said. “From this si-
lence now emerges unilateral
action and a clear indication
that those in authority care
more about multinational
businesses and energy politics
than our environment, domes-
tic food sources, or U.S. citi-
zens.”

The Vineyard Wind I tur-
bines were spaced 1 nautical
mile apart after commercial
fishermen and environmen-
talists expressed concerns.
Vineyard Wind developers al-
so agreed to pay $37.7 million to
commerecial fishermen as com-
pensation for future losses.

Guzzo, though, said some
fishermen feel it is more im-
portant that they are able
to continue landing fish and
feeding people, than collecting
money from developers or the
government.

In addition to the leases un-
der consideration for the New
York Bight, seven leases also
have been granted for waters
south of Martha’s Vineyard
and southeast of Block Island,
which has it own small off-

“For the past decade, fishermen have
participated in offshore wind meetings
whenever they were asked and produced
reasonable requests only to be met with
silence. From this silence now emerges
unilateral action and a clear indication

that those in authority care more about
multinational businesses and energy politics
than our environment, domestic food

sources, or U.S. citizens.”

ANNE HAWKINS, EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR
RESPONSIBLE OFFSHORE DEVELOPMENT ALLIANCE (RODA)

shore wind farm to help power
the island. Four of the leas-
es are for the @rsted/Ever-
source cooperative, which is
developing State Pier in New
London into a staging area for
their projects.

BOEM says it listens to
fishermen

In an email to The Day, BO-
EM spokesman Stephen Bout-
well said the agency “works
with all ocean users and stake-
holders, including state and
local governments, coastal
communities, the U.S. military,
fishing and maritime commu-
nities, and Tribal governments
throughout the offshore wind
development process to avoid
or reduce potential impacts
from offshore wind energy de-
velopment.”

As for the complaints from
fishermen that they have to
discuss their concerns with the
individual wind companies,
Boutwell said that while fish-
ermen are encouraged to dis-
cuss their concerns directly
with the lessees prior to the
lessee’s submission of a plan to
BOEM, it is not a requirement
to do so. He said that, through-
out BOEM’s environmental re-
view process, the fishing com-
munity has the opportunity to
comment directly on the im-

pacts the project may have to
their business. He added BO-
EM requires lessees to develop
fisheries communication plans
and hire liaisons to have dis-
cussions with fishermen.

“The goal of BOEM’s Area
Identification process is to
identify the offshore locations
that appear most suitable for
wind energy development
taking into consideration co-
existence with ocean users.
As part of this process, BOEM
removed areas of highest con-
flict from consideration,” the
agency said last month.

The agency also plans to be-
gin an environmental review,
with public input, on these
areas in federal waters for po-
tential offshore wind leasing.

What are the concerns?

Fishermen have a long list of
safety and environmental con-
cerns in addition to the tur-
bines being located in some of
their prime fishing grounds.

Chief among them is
that some of the projects call
for the turbines to be spaced
0.67 mile to 1 mile apart, far
less than the 2-mile spac-
ing and 4-mile-wide tran-
sit lanes the fishermen say are
needed. Gilbert explained that
it is extremely difficult for
boats to stay apart from one

another within the 0.67-mile
spacing while towing their
gear, especially in rough
weather.

“We’re willing to share the
ocean,” he said, “We just want
them to intelligently place (the
turbines) within the needs of a
historic and proud industry.”

Gilbert said in bad weather,
when fishermen are trying to
get home, the corridors are not
wide enough to safely transit.
Additionally, he said the spin-
ning blades create “radar scat-
ter” that can hide the presence
of nearby vessels.

Guzzo agreed with the po-
tential radar problems and
said the transit lanes through
the bight are busy with ships
going in and out of New York
City.

Boutwell said the turbine
spacing and layout is consid-
ered on a project-by-project
basis and each project must
submit a navigational safety
risk assessment, which is de-
veloped based on the Coast
Guard’s guidance. The Coast
Guard additionally is involved
in the review of the proj-
ect plans.

Asked if efforts are being
made to move turbines out of
fishing and transit areas, Bout-
well said BOEM works with the
Coast Guard and other mari-
time stakeholders to considers
impacts to navigation and fish-
ing in all stages of the leasing
and development of projects.
Prior to leasing, he said BOEM
removes areas overlapping
charted shipping and vessel
transit lanes and avoids areas
with higher volumes of vessel
traffic. After the leases are is-
sues, he said BOEM encourag-
es developers to work with the
Coast Guard and other stake-
holders to develop their navi-
gation safety risk assessment
as early as possible. For ex-
ample, he said BOEM removed
more than 900,000 acres of

ocean bottom from consider-
ation for leasing in the New
York Bight.

Gilbert said National Marine
Fisheries Service scientists al-
so have expressed concern that
the turbines will disrupt the
stratification of the water col-
umn, which is essential to the
ecosystem of fishing grounds.
He said the turbines also gen-
erate fog as they mix cold and
warm air, creating another
safety issue.

The hundreds of tur-
bines planned by @rsted/Ever-
source for their four projects
south of Martha’s Vineyard are
873 feet tall, just 190 feet
shorter than the Eiffel Tow-
er, with blades that have a di-
ameter of 722 feet.

Guzzo said he is worried the
turbines will make fish such as
flounder disappear from tradi-
tional fishing grounds.

Gilbert said the rockpiles
around the turbines also create
an attractive habitat for black
sea bass, a voracious predator
that feasts on juvenile lob-
sters, crabs, clams and shrimp.
Lobster catches already have
plummeted across southern
New England over the past few
decades due to warming wa-
ters, decreasing oxygen levels
and polluted runoff. So while
recreational anglers and char-
ter boat captains are big fans
of the tasty seas bass, com-
mercial lobstermen and shell-
fishermen are not.

Guzzo said he is also wor-
ried about oil leaking out of
the turbines, something he
said he has seen with the tur-
bines off Block Island.

Gilbert also criticized state
and federal legislators for not
“coming out strong for us” on
the issue. He said the fisher-
man face a tough road because
environmentalists and law-
makers want to see more re-
newable energy projects.
j.wojtas@theday.com

Number of new COVID-19 cases hits lowest since last June
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nated, according to the CDC.
But demand for vaccines has
dropped across much of the
country. President Joe Biden’s
administration is trying to
convince other Americans to
sign up for shots, using an up-
beat message that vaccines of-
fer a return to normal life.

White House health officials
on Friday even waded into of-
fering dating advice. They are
teaming up with dating apps
to offer a new reason to “swipe
right” by featuring vaccination
badges on profiles and in-app
bonuses for people who have
gotten their shots.

Ohio, New York, Oregon and
other states are enticing people
to get vaccinated through lot-
tery prizes of up to $5 million.

Across the country, venues
and events reopened after
shuttering for much of the last
year.

On Saturday, Karen Stetz
readied to welcome what she
hoped would be a good crowd
to the Grosse Pointe Art Fair
on Michigan’s Lake St. Clair.

With natural ventilation
from the lake and mask and
capacity restrictions easing,
Stetz was optimistic that
artists who make their liv-
ing traveling a show circuit
that ground to a halt last year
would begin to bounce back.
The event usually draws from
5,000 to 10,000 people.

“I feel like most people are
ready to get out,” Stetz said by
phone shortly before opening
the fair. “It seems like people
are eager, but it’s hard to know

still. ’'m sure there’s a percent-
age of people that are going to
wait until they’re comfortable.”
In Mobile, thousands of
joyful revelers, many without
masks, competed for plas-
tic beads and trinkets tossed
from floats Friday night as Al-
abama’s port city threw a Mar-
di Gras-style parade. But only
about a quarter of the county’s
population is fully vaccinated.
Many went without masks,
though health officials had
urged personal responsibility.
Alabama’s vaccination rate
— 34% of people have received
at least one dose — is one of
the lowest in the country. It’s
part of a swath of Southern
states where vaccine uptake
has been slow. Health experts
worry that areas with low vac-
cination rates could give rise

to new virus variants that are
more resistant to vaccinations.

“My biggest concern is new
strains of the virus and the
need to remain vigilant in the
months ahead,” said Boston
College public health expert
Dr. Philip J. Landrigan.

A medical center in Loui-
siana reported Friday it has
identified the state’s first two
cases of a COVID-19 variant
that has spread widely since
being identified in India. The
COVID-19 variant has been
classified as a “variant of con-
cern” by Britain and the World
Health Organization, meaning
there is some evidence that it
spreads more easily between
people, causes more severe
disease, or might be less re-
sponsive to treatments and
vaccines. The variant has also

been reported in several other
states, including Tennessee,
Nebraska and Nevada.

Though Landrigan said the
big drop in cases nationwide
was “the best news we’ve had
on the pandemic” and showed
that vaccines are working, he
warned that people should
remain vigilant for local flare-
ups of new cases.

Many states have large-
ly dropped orders to wear
masks and stay distanced
from other people. Meanwhile,
even places such as Califor-
nia — the first state to issue
a statewide shutdown as the
virus emerged in March 2020
— prepared to remove restric-
tions on social distancing and
business capacity next month.

State health director Dr.
Mark Ghaly said Friday the

decision was based on dramat-
ically lower virus cases and in-
creased vaccinations.

But in Vermont — the state
with the highest percentage of
people who have received one
shot — Gov. Phil Scott has tied
the lifting of restrictions to the
vaccination rate. He offered to
lift all remaining restrictions
before a July 4 deadline if 80%
of those eligible get vaccinated.

Landrigan figured it will
take a nationwide vaccination
rate of at least 85% to snuff
out the virus. But for now, the
steep drop in cases gave him
hope that pandemic-level in-
fection rates will soon be a
thing of the past.

“It is getting to the point to
where by the Fourth of July we
might be able to declare this
thing over,” he said.



